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Visual Supports



Visual Supports

 Supports the understanding  and expression of 

verbal language

Gives hints about word meanings

Helps with focus

Helps with organization 

Permanent so gives time to think about it 

Helps behavior

Help child appreciate the importance of written 

language



Visual Supports Continuum (Mirenda, 2015)

Objects

Partial/miniature 

objects

Real photographs

Line Drawings

Orthography
 Remember there are 

always exceptions



Types of 

Visual Supports



Visual Choices



Choices

 Promotes active participation

 Empowers individuals to recognize 

that they can have control over 

the environment

 Supports positive behaviors

 Available in most naturally 

occurring situations



Clothing Choices



Toy Choices



Song Choices



Choices for writing



Choices when done with work



Visual Schedules



Snack

First Then

First/Then Photo Schedule

Wash hands



Wash                        Breakfast        Music                          Walk

Use real objects

Visual Object Schedule



Visual Photo Schedule

1. Breakfast         2. Walk           3. Listen to music 4. Fill juice machine 5. Math



Visual Schedule with Line Drawings



Daily Schedule Written Word

1.Use interest 

pictures if not 

distracting to 

student 

2.Encourage self-

management

3.Teach how to 

handle change 

4.Encourage 

flexibility



Within Activity Schedules



Within Activity Schedule

1. This book was used in 
conjunction with the 
real toy. 

2. The front of the book 
had removable Velcro 
body parts. Each page 
had a different body 
part missing.

3. Pairing this with the 
real toy soon helped 
him play with the toy 
longer and in more 
appropriate ways. 



1.  Turn on water. 2.  Wet hands.

3. Get soap. 4. Rinse hands.
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5.  Turn off water.

7.  Throw away towel.

6.  Dry hands.

8.  Go play.
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Within Schedule with Line Drawings



Within Activity Schedule

1. Color code within 

activity schedules 

by subject

2. Include 

organizational 

supports

3. Can include 

classroom rules if 

needed

4. Can include 

specific 

instructions about 

what to do when 

work is done or 

when a break is 

needed 



Activity Turn-Taking Cue

From: Positive Beginnings Supporting Young Children with Challenging Behavior



Explaining concepts

From Tasks Galore found at www.tasksgalore.com

http://www.tasksgalore.com/peek_inside_book2.htm


Visual Sorting

 Visual sorting tasks help comprehension

Who

What



Thought cues


